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tenure. Today a comparatively few large estates occupy approximately
one-third of the entire area of the country. On the other hand, many
of the peasant holdings are not of sufficient size to provide an adequate
standard of living. The government has taken steps looking toward
the break-up of the large estates, but thus far the resistance of the
owners has prevented much progress from being made.

To provide employment for the relatively dense and growing popu-
lation, and to improve the economic position of the nation, agricultural
standards must be raised, and unused land must be reclaimed. Progress
in both of these directions is being made. Through education and
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demonstration the government is actively engaged in improving agri-
cultural methods. One handicap in this connection is the lack of capital
for the purchase of sufficient agricultural machinery.

Much land also remains uncultivated, due to poor drainage, the
danger of floods, and the character of the subsoil. The erection of
dikes along the Danube and the Tisza has reclaimed a portion of this
waste land, but an extension of these protective works can reclaim
much more. Due to the lack of capital, only a start has been made in
the draining of the marshy areas. Large areas have also been unused
because of the underlying hardpan, but plans are now being drawn up
for the reclamation of these lands; and their addition to the present
cultivated acreage will make it possible to support a larger population
and to raise living standards.